Detection of functional platelet-activating factor receptors on leukemic B cells of chronic lymphocytic leukemic patients.
Although platelet-activating factor receptors (PAF-R) are reported on normal B cells, few results are available concerning leukemic ones. We demonstrated functional PAF-R on cell and nuclear surfaces of leukemic B cells of chronic lymphocytic leukemic (CLL) patients. Analysis of 102 patients revealed dramatic differences for their membrane PAF-R expression, a result that might be related to their plasma IL-4 levels. In the light of the potent immunoregulatory role of PAF on B cell physiology, it is suggested that the presence or absence of PAF-R on leukemic B cells may profoundly affect their in vivo behavior.